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Vimy Ridge:

-Made of chalk

-8km stretch of high ground (60km-70km high) occupied by the Germans since 1914

-Drier, easily defendable, good view of the opposition

-British and French tried to take the ridge at a cost of 200,000 casualties

-Ridge was then seen as “invincible”

Canadian corps in France (1917):

-4 divisions (almost 100,000 soldiers) led by British General Julian Byng

Julian Byng and Arthur Currie

-Believed in meticulous planning

-Rehearsed for weeks and months

-Believed that each man should have a map and know his objectives

Tunnels:

-Dig 20km of tunnels under the ridge: blow out exits on the day of the battle


-allow troops to exit into no man’s land


-pack with explosives to explode under German lines

The Attack:

-5:30am on April 9th: heaviest barrage (shelling) of the war so far


-983 artillery pieces


-150 machine guns opened fire together
-In one hour 40 minutes, a quarter million shells and seven million bullets fell on the ridge

-The Canadians advanced forward, following a “creeping barrage”

-Guns fire at a specific target for five minutes, then fire 100km further

-Troops would follow behind 100km

-Before the opposition could react, the Canadians were there on top of them

-Everything was timed: there was no stopping for injuries

-As they reached the crest of the ridge, the enemy was retreating across the plain and the Canadians turned their own artillery against them

Results:

-First major Allied military victory of the war (morale booster)

For Canadians:

-Feelings that Canada had gone from being a colony to being a nation

-Strong sense of national pride

-Julian Byng was promoted and Arthur Currie became the commander of the Canadian corps (first Canadian to do so)

Cost:

10,602 casualties

3,598 killed

-more prisoners of war were taken than in any other battle at that point
